Hinduism is largely confined to India. If some Hindus are now found in other
parts of the world, it is because of migration in search of prosperity and other non-
religious factors. This is true even of the pockets of Hindu influence in South-east
Asia. The few instances of Hindu adventurers establishing kingdoms in Cambodia
and other lands, that history records, do not partake of the character of religious
expansionism. In other words, Hinduism did not sanction or promote conversion
unlike Islam and Christianity. Conversions by the organisers of Arya Samaj since
the second half of the 19th century are a modern innovation. Even this movement
could not acquire the scale or intensity of the conversions by other competing
religions. The original doctrine of Hinduism, 'Swadharme Nidhanam Sreyam1 (better
die in your own faith) seems to hold the field. Some Hindu leaders have been
expressing alarm at the rate of conversion of Hindus to Islam and Christianity and at
the consequential depletion of the number of their co-religionists. Conversions
occur due to several reasons, which include the hope of higher social status and
other inducements held out by the conventors. However, this fear of conversion
has contributed, in some degree, to the erosion of amity between Hindus and other
religious communities in India.

It may be noted that the Supreme Court tried to define Hinduism while disposing
of some writs. It found the exercise difficult in view of the facts that unlike Islam and
Christianity, it does not trace its authority to a single book or single Prophet and it
recognises the validity of different interpretations of Truth, It, therefore, concluded
by calling it a way of life, the main characteristic of which is tolerance and respect
for other ways of life and other perceptions of Truth, That this characteristic is being
denied in practice by some Hindus in recent years is indeed deplorable.

CHRISTIANITY

Jesus Christ, the founder of Christianity was born a Jew during the reign of
Caesar Augustus, the Roman Emperor, in one of his provinces, Judea (modern
Israel) which was being governed by a wicked king named Herod. At that time, the
Jewish priestly classes were steeped in superstition and exhibited heartless
legalism and lure for power in interpreting the Old Testament Law. The people were
expecting the birth of a Messiah, a new kingly person, who would deliver them from
the excesses of the priests, the cruelties of Herod and the bondage to Rome. But,
Jesus grew into a preacher and beckoned the Jews to the kingdom of Heaven
which was declared to be 'at hand1. He declared himself Son of God and went about
healing the people of their ailments by performing miracles. His characteristic
syrtfpathy for the poor and the needy, his criticism of the Jewish religious
establishment, his indifference to Jewish politics and his refusal to be the King of